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Winchester Science Centre — Results Summary

The proposed development design was reviewed by an ecologist and a zone of influence for species scoped into
the assessment was determined.

1.1 DESK STUDY

1.1.1  Statutory Designated Sites

There were two Statutory designated sites within 2 km of the proposed Site. A summary of sites and the reasons for
designations are provided in in Table 1.

Table 1: Statutory Designated Sites.

Site Name & Designation Description Area of Site Distance/ Bearing
from Site
South Downs National Park | The Site is located within the South Downs National 1627km? Site located within

Park, characterised by its undulating chalk downlands,
delineating hedgerows and heathlands. Eleven species
of orchid and 39 species of butterfly can be found
across the downs as well as all native reptile and
amphibian species. The rare chalk streams support
brown trout, Atlantic salmon, bullhead, grayling and
brook lampray.

Cheesefoot Head SSSI Steep-sloped, floristically rich chalk grassland and 12.9ha 880m southeast
scrub. Full range of characteristic downland grasses
present as well as less common species such as early
gentian Gentianella anglica, clustered bellflower
Campanula glomerata, horseshoe vetch Hippocrepis
comosa, fragrant orchid Gymnadenia conopsea, frog
orchid Coeloglossum viride and southern marsh-orchid
Dactylorhiza praetermissa. To the west of the Site is a
dense population of juniper Juniperus communis and
man orchid Aceras anthropohorum. The Site also

supports one of 21 colonies of Duke of Burgundy
Hamearis lucina in Hampshire.

1.1.2  Non-Statutory Designated Sites

A section of the Site has recently been designated as a non-statutory SINC. The area is outlined below on Figure 1
in the light green colour.
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Figure 1: Location of SINC within the Site (light green)
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A total of eighteen other non-statutory Local Wildlife Sites were identified within 2 km of the Site. These are

described in Table 2.

Table 2: Non-Statutory Designted Local Wildlife Sites within 2 km

LWS name

Reason for designation

Location from the Site

Magdalen Hill Down
North

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Pyrgus
malvae, Spiranthes spiralis, Cupido minimus, Polyommatus (Lysandra)
coridon, Thesium humifusum

5 m west at the closest
point to the Site

Magdalen Hill Down

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Pyrgus
malvae, Spiranthes spiralis, Cupido minimus, Polyommatus (Lysandra)
coridon, Thesium humifusum

5 m south at the closest
point to the Site

A31 Petersfield Road
(East)

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Cupido
minimus, Cucullia lychnitis

50 m east at the closest
point to the Site

Morn Down, East of
A31

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

130 m southeast at the
closest point to the Site

A31 Petersfield Road,
Chilcomb

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Cucullia
lychnitis

500 m southwest at the
closest point to the Site

A272 Petersfield Road,
Chilcomb Down

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Ditrichum
flexicaule

870m southeast at the
closest point to the Site

Chilcomb Wood &
Downland

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

1.04 km south at the
closest point to the Site

The Knoll, Chilcomb

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

1.2 km south at the
closest point to the Site

St. Andrew's Church,
Chilcomb

Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Saxifraga
granulata

1.25 km south at the
closest point to the Site

Little Hampage Wood

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

1,4 km east at the closest
point to the Site

Chilcomb Ranges, Area
A

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

1.6 km southwest at the
closest point to the Site
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Deacon Hill Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; 1.75 km southwest at the

Coenonympha pamphilus, Hamearis lucina, Cirsium eriophorum, closest point to the Site
Pyrgus malvae
Longwood Warren Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; Argynnis 1.8 km southeast at the
aglaja closest point to the Site
Fawley Down Supports the following species under Section 6 of SINC; 1.9 km south at the
Cynoglossum officinale closest point to the Site
Beech Hill Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) 1.9 km north at the

closest point to the Site

1.1.3 Protected and Notable Species Records
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) provided protected and notable species records within 2 km of
the Site. A summary of this information from the past ten years in provided in Table 3.

Table 3: Summary of HBIC Data
Species/Groups Details

Plants There are 388 records of plants within 2 km of the Site and 59 records on Site. There are
several Section 41 species recorded on Site including juniper Juniperus communis, white
helleborine  Cephalanthera damasonium, narrow-leaved helleborine Cephalanthera
longifolia, and deptford pink Dianthus armeria. Other species found on Site include box|
Buxus sempervirens, dwarf mouse-ear Cerastium pumilum, night-flowering Catchfly Silene|
noctiflora, quaking-grass Briza media, harebell Campanula rotunfolla, field scabious Knautia
arvensis and ragged-robin Silene flos-cuculi.

\Within 2 km of the Site Jersey cudweed Gnaphalium luteoalbum, Autumn lady's tresses
Spiranthes spiralis, meadow saxifrage Saxifraga granulata and butcher's broom Ruscus
aculeatus has been recorded.

Amphibians There are no records of amphibians within 2 km of the Site, including GCN.

Reptiles A total of 31 reptile record returns were found between 2016 and 2022. There are 15 record
returns for slow worm Anguis fragilis within 2 km of the Site. Of these, there are four record
returns within the site which includes 4 individuals in 2018, 5 individuals in 2019 and 2
individuals in 2020. One record return of grass snake Natrix natrix in 2018 with 2 individuals
located 23m from the Site. There are 15 common lizard Zootoca vivipara record returns within
2 km of the Site. Of these, there are six record returns between 2016 and 2022, all recorded
one individual.

Badger There are four records of Badger Meles meles within 2 km of the Site boundary between 2017,
and 2021. The nearest record is 42m from the Site.
Bats There are 48 record returns of bats within 2 km of the Site boundary between 2016 and 2022

Species include Western Barbastelle, Barbastella barbastellus, Serotine Cnephaeus serotinus,
Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentoniid, Noctule Nyctalus noctula, common pipistrellg
Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus, Nathusius's pipistrell¢]
Pipistrellus nathusii, brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus, as well as unspecificed species
from the Myotis and Plecotus genera. The closest record to the Site boundary is 493m which
was recorded as a Noctule.

Birds There is a total of 767 record returns of 89 species of birds within 2 km of the Site in the past]
ten years. There have been Section 41 species of principal importance recorded within the

Site which includes ground nesting birds including skylark Alauda arvensis and lapwing
Vanellus vanellus. Other s41 species recorded are yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, spotted
flycatcher Muscicapa striata and house sparrow Passer domesticus.

Schedule 1 species have been recorded within the Site including barn owl Tyto alba, firecrest]
Regulus ignicapilla, red kite Milvus milvus, hobby Falco subbuteo and peregrine Falcq
peregrinus.
Other species recorded on Site are swift Apus apus, kestrel Falco tinnunculus, linnet Linaria
cannabina and house martin Delichon urbicum.

Other mammals There are eight record returns of Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus, the closest record 1294m|
from the Site in 2020. There are four record returns of brown hare Lepus europaeus, the
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closest record 1594m from the Site in 2023. There are two record returns of hazel dormouse
Muscardinus avellanarius, one recorded within the Site boundary in 2018. One record return
of harvest mouse Micromys minutus was recorded within the Site in 2021.

Invertebrates There is a total of 799 record returns for 77 species of invertebrates within 2 km of the Site in
the past ten years. Section 41 species of principal importance have been recorded within the
Site which includes grizzled skipper Pyrgus malvae, marsh fritillary Euphydryas aurinia, small
blue Cupido minimus, striped lychnis Cucullia lychnitis, cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae and small
heath Coenonympha pamphilus. Further species of principal importance records have been
identified within 2 km of the Site including stag beetle Lucanus cervus with the closest record
743m from the Site from 2019.

1.1.4  Granted Protected Species Licenses

One European Protected Species (EPS) licence issued by Natural England was identified within 2 km of the Site. This
was for the disturbance, damage and destruction of a resting and breeding place of Dormouse immediately adjacent
to the southeast of the Site (2020-48555-EPS-MIT). Three more EPS licenses were issued to two other Dormice (2019-
44276-EPS-MIT-1, 2019-44276-EPS-MIT) and one common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus (2018-35074-EPS-MIT),
however these are separated by the M3 and A272 at the western most point of the 2km radius.

1.1.5 Great Crested Newt (GCN) Pond Surveys 2017 to 2019

No ponds located within 1 km of the Site were surveyed from 2017 to 2019.

1.1.6  Ponds within 500 m of the Site

There was one pond within a 500 m radius of the redline boundary of the Site. Situated approximately 144 m north
of the Site within the garden of a residential property.

1.1.7  Priority Species

The site and its surrounding area support a variety of notable species and habitats. Fauna include dormouse, harvest
mouse Micromys minutus, glow worm Lampyris noctiluca, swift Apus apus and common lizard Zootoca vivipara. A
wide range of butterflies have been recorded, including brown argus Aricia agestis, green hairstreak Callophrys rubi,
chalk hill blue Polyommatus coridon, small blue Cupido minimus, common blue Polyommatus icarus, grizzled skipper
Pyrgus malvae and the nationally significant Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina.

Moth species of interest include European corn borer Ostrinia nubilalis, small mottled willow Spodoptera exigua,
marbled clover Heliothis viriplaca and striped lychnis moth Shargacucullia lychnitis. Botanically, the area is known for
species such as cornflower Centaurea cyanus, Venus's looking glass Triodanis perfoliata, night-flowering catchfly
Silene noctiflora, corn chamomile Anthemis arvensis, and sharp-leaved fluellen Kickxia elatine. Important bird species
recorded in or near the site include whitethroat Sylvia communis, yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, blackcap Sylvia
atricapilla, linnet Linaria cannabina, tree sparrow Passer montanus, stone curlew Burhinus oedicnemus, grey
partridge Perdix perdix, corn bunting Emberiza calandra and lapwing Vanellus vanellus — the latter falling within a
Countryside Stewardship (CS) priority targeting area. Notable locations contributing to local biodiversity include
Magdalen Hill Down and St Catherine's Hill, both managed by Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT),
with features such as Deacon Hill, an Iron Age fort, and a Norman chapel. These sites support a rich array of wildlife,
including over 25 butterfly species and a variety of orchids. Several records from the National Biodiversity Network
(NBN) also indicate the presence of key species on-site or immediately adjacent to the development area.
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1.1.8  Priority Habitats

The central site is closely connected to surrounding areas of lowland deciduous woodland and lowland calcareous
grassland with habitat continuity and limited barriers supporting wildlife movement and enhancing ecological
linkages across the landscape.

1.2 FIELD SURVEY RESULTS — HABITATS
The Existing UKHab Plan (Figure 2) should be referred to throughout this section.

Non-Native Invasive Species

The Schedule 9 non-native invasive species Cotoneaster horozantalis was recorded within the Site (see TN1). Other
non-native invasive species recorded throughout the scrub habitats included Himalayan giant bramble Rubus
armeniacus and buddleia Buddleja davidii.

Lowland Calcareous Grassland g2a

Habitat parcel 1 comprises a translocated area of lowland calcareous grassland (Plate 1). The area has until around
August 2025 been grazed by two ponies (Plate 1).

Plate 1: Calcareous Grassland Plate 2: Ponies Grazing the Site

Three quadrats (Plate 3) were taken within this habitat parcel, details of which are provided in Table 6 below. Other
species recorded within this habitat parcel included greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa (O), common milkwort
Polygala vulgaris (F) (Plate 4), hoary ragwort Jacobaea erucifolia (R), Autumn gentian Gentianella amarella (R), hoary
plantain Plantago media (O), burnet saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga (O), meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis (O),
common gromwell (Plate 5) Lithospermum officinale (F), dropwort Fillipendula vulgaris (F), hemp agrimony
Eupatorium cannabinum (O), goat's beard Tragopogon pratensis (R), yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor (LF), wild parsnip
Pastinaca sativa (O), cotoneaster Cotoneaster horozontalis (R), dog rose Rosa canina (Plate 6), small flowered sweet-
briar Rosa micrantha and a potential hybrid of Rosa canina x virginana.

Copyright © 2025 Johns Associates Limited



Plate 2: Quadrat in Calcaerous Grassland Plate 3: Common Milk Wort

Plate 4: Common Gromwell

Table 4: Habitat parcel 1 g3c quadrat data

Common Name Scientific Name DAFOR
Quadrat 1 Quadrat 2 Quadrat 3

Glaucous sedge Carex flacca A A A
Wild thyme Thymus drucei F O F
Bird's-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus F

Common restharrow Ononis repens F

Small scabious Scabiosa columbaria F

Rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus F F F
Salad burnet Poterium sanguisorba O O O
Yarrow Achillea millefolium (@) (@)
Self-heal Prunella vulgaris (@) (@) (@)
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Wild marjoram Origanum vulgare O R
Red fescue Festuca rubra O F O
Quaking grass Briza media O R

Upright brome Bromopsis erecta O O O
Bastard toadflax Thesium humifusium O O
Perforate St John's-wort Hypericum perforatum O R
Mouse-ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum O

Common rockrose Helianthemum nummularium O
Red clover Trifolium pratense O
Bladder campion Silene vulgaris R

Oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare R R R
Lady's bedstraw Galium verum R O
Rose species Rosa sp. R

Corn speedwell Veronica arvensis R

Timothy Phleum pratensis R

Kidney vetch Anthyllis vulneraria R O O
Sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum R O

Chalk milkwort Polygala calcarea R R R
Common ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris R

Dwarf thistle Cirsium acaule R

Black medic Medicago lupulina R

Ribwort plantain Plantago lancelotata R F O
Fairy flax Linum catharticum R R
Spring-sedge Carex caryophyllea R O
Sheep's fescue Festuca ovina R

Bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus R R
Germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys R

Common knapweed Centaurea nigra R R
Harebell Campanula rotundifolia R
Cowslip Primula veris R
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus R
Pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis R
Crosswort Cruciata laevipes R
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna R
Downy oat-grass Avenula pubescens R

Plate 7: Commom Spotted Orchid
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To the south of habitat parcel 1 is an open area of lowland calcareous grassland which is currently grazed by ponies

(Habitat parcel 19). A species list for this habitat parcel is provided in Table 7.

Table 5: Habitat parcel 19 g3c species list

Common Name

Scientific Name

DAFOR

Glaucous sedge

Carex flacca

Wild marjoram

Origanum vulgare

Bird's-foot trefoil

Lotus corniculatus

Agrimony

Agrimonia eupatoria

Yellow rattle

Rhinanthus minor

Rough hawkbit

Leontodon hispidus

Salad burnet

Poterium sanguisorba

Red fescue

Festuca rubra

Bladder campion

Silene vulgaris

Lady's bedstraw

Galium verum

Ribwort plantain

Plantago lancelotata

Hedge bedstraw

Galium album

Greater knapweed

Centaurea scabiosa

Fairy flax

Linum catharticum

Hoary ragwort

Jacobaea erucifolia

Germander speedwell

Veronica chamaedrys

Common toadflax

Linaria vulgaris

Creeping cinquefoil

Potentilla reptans

Wild parsnip

Pastinaca sativa

Rough meadow grass Poa trivialis

Cowslip Primula veris LO
Dewberry Rubus caesius LO
Eyebright sp. Euphrasia sp. R
Meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis R
Tufted vetch Vicia cracca R
Railway bramble Rubus tuberculatus R
Dark mullein Verbascum nigrum R

Other Calcareous Grassland g2¢

To the south of the Site was an area of other calcareous grassland, turning ruderal with bramble scrub encroachment
(Habitat parcel 38). Within 1m? the following species were present: Fescue sp. Festuca sp. (A), creeping buttercup
Ranunculus repens (F), yarrow Achillea millefolium (F), white clover Trifoilium repens (F), eyebright Euphrasia sp. (O),
ribwort plantain (O), field speedwell Vernoica persica (O), creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera (O), Yorkshire fog Holcus
lanatus (O), wild parsnip (R), common comfrey Symphytum officinale (R) and sedge sp. Carex sp. (R).

Other Neutral Grassland g3c

The banks of the science centre support other neutral grassland which has been cut (Habitat parcel 18). False oat
grass Arrhenatherum elatius was abundant, with cocksfoot Dactylis glomerata (O), red fescue Festuca rubra (O),
hogweed Heracleum sphondylium (R), ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris (R), ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare (LO),
creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans (O), dandelion Taraxacum sp. (O), Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus (O), white
campion Silene latifolia (R), rough meadow-grass Poa trivialis (O), bird's-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus (R), spiked
sedge Carex spicata (R), bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus (R), curled dock Rumex crispus (R), yellow rattle
Rhinanthus minor (O), wild mignonette Reseda lutea (R), bladder campion Silene vulgaris (R), ribwort plantain
Plantago lanceolata, common knapweed Centaurea nigra and field forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis (R).
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There are bands of other neutral grassland around the entrance to the science centre (Habitat parcels 24 and 25).
Species present included false oat grass (A), hogweed (LA), commo knapweed (F), Lady’s bedstraw Galium verum
(LF), nettle Urtica dioica (LF) field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis (F), chalk knapweed Centaurea debeauxii, yarrow
Achillea millefoilium (O), field scabious Knautia arvensis (O), greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa (O), Yorkshire
fog (O), wild carrot Daucus carota (O), Timothy Phleum pratense (O), ribwort plantain (O), common ragwort Jacobaea

vulgaris (O), teasel Dipsacus fullonum (O), perennial sow thistle Sonchus arvensis (R), black horehound Ballota nigra
(R) and bird’'s-foot trefoil (R).

To the north-east of the Site is a small area of other neutral grassland with calcicoles (Habitat parcel 26). False oat
grass was abundant, with common knapweed (LF), creeping thistle Cirsium arvense (F), yarrow (F), hogweed (O),
cocksfoot (O), wild marjoram Origanum vulgare (O), tansy Tanacetum vulgare (O), mugwort Artemisia vulgaris (O)

and bramble (R).

There is long other neutral grassland around the steps and ramps that lead into the science centre (Habitat Parcel
33) (Plate 9). Species present included dandelion, wild parsnip, wild carrot, perforate St John's wort Hypericum
perforatum, ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris, ribwort plantain, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, false oat grass, Yorkshire fog,
common knapweed, oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, yarrow, red fescue, hairy mullein Verbascum thapsus, cocks
foot, rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus, Timothy Phleum pratense, scabious sp., teasel Dipsacus fullonum, salad
burnet Poterium sanguisorba and red clover Trifolium pratense. Within 1m? the following species were present:
yarrow (F), teasel (R), ribwort plantain (F), wild carrot (R), false oat grass (F), cocks foot (O), dandelion (R), Geranium
sp. (R) and Yorkshire fog (O).

Plate 9: Long g3c along steps and ramps to north west of WSC
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The bund of the planetarium to the south is other neutral grassland which leads into mixed scrub. Wild mint and
traveler's-joy Celmatis vitalba was present. Within Tm? was tormentil Potentilla erecta (F), ribwort plantain (F), fescue
sp. (A) and black medick Medicago lupulina (R).

To the north of the centre was a main public garden area comprising short mown other neutral grassland (Plate 10 &
11). Species around the edges of this habitat parcel were more diverse and sward was longer. Silverweed Potentilla
anserina, cocksfoot, ribwort plantain, Yorkshire fog, Timothy, yarrow, white clover, creeping buttercup, self heal
Prunella vulgaris, common bent Agrostis capillaris, red fescue, dandelion, ragwort, scarlett pimpernel Angallis
arvensis, perforate St. John's wort Hypericum perforatum and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans were present.

Plate 10: North ‘Garden’ Area of WSC 7 , Plate 11: Tm?Quadrat in Northern Garden

To the south east of the science centre building (Habitat parcel 40) is an area of other neutral grassland which is used
heavily by the public. A high amount of bare ground was present. Within 1m? the following species were present:
yarrow (F), creeping bent (O), white clover (O), self heal (F), rough hawkbit (O), ribwort plantain (O), red fescue (F),
sedge sp. (R), dandelion (R) and creeping buttercup (R).

Modified Grassland g4

Modified grassland is present around the planetarium, with worn areas from use. The following species were present
within Tm? perennial rye grass (F), white clover (F), ribwort plantain (O), dandelion (O), cocks foot (O), creeping bent
(R) and silver weed (R).

Mixed Scrub h3h

The site predominantly comprises a mosaic of scrub and grassland (Plate 12). There are numerous areas of mixed
scrub throughout the Site supporting different combinations and abundances of the following species: dogwood
Cornus sanguinea, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, silver birch Betula pendula, Rosa sp.,
common hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare, purging buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica,
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., cherry plum Prunus cerasifera, field maple Acer campestre, common whitebeam
Sorbus aria, dogrose Rosa canina, holly llex aquifolium, wayfaring tree Virburnum lantana, white dogwood Cornus
alba, wild pear Pyrus communis, garden privet Ligustrum ovalifolium, goat willow Salix caprea, buddleia, hazel Corylis
avellana, guelder rose Virburnum opulus, beech Fagus sylvatica and oak Quercus sp.
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Plate 12: Mixed Scrub in Calcareous Grassland
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Hazel Scrub h3b

To the north of the Site was an area of hazel dominant scrub (Plate 13), with sapling ash Fraxinus excelsior and rose
sp. also present. The ground flora was lacking with a high amount of bare ground.

Plate 13: Hazel Scrub

Bramble Scrub h3d

There are several areas of bramble scrub present throughout the Site. Amongst the bramble are specimens of cherry
plum, dogwood, elder Sambucus nigra, hawthorn and dogrose, as well as areas dominated by invasive Himalayan
giant bramble.

Buildings u1b5

The Winchester Science Centre is connected to the planetarium (Plate 14) within a covered walkway building.
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Plate 14: Northern Garden and Planetarium
; ”~

Other Standing Water — Non-Priority Pond r1g

Near the entrance to the science centre building was a small man-made pond (P1) that was artificially lined and was
mostly visible (Plate 15). The pond had low water levels during the survey and had large amounts of deadwood within
it. Due to this there was a limited amount of aquatic species present, yellow flag iris Iris pseudacorus, was the most
frequently occurring species. Other species present included white water lily Nymphaea alba, pendulous sedge
Carex pendula and common water plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica.

Plate 15: ond 1

Other Developed Land ulbé

A small marquee was erected in the southern public ‘garden’ area within the curtilage of the WSC centre. The habitat
below it comprised a high amount of bare ground.

Built Linear Feature ule

Boundary fencing was installed around areas within the Site and adjoining other areas outside of the ownership of
WSC including the hotel and Hampshire Wildlife Trust Habitat.
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1.3  NATIONAL VEGETATION CLASSIFICATION (NVC)

1.3.1  Summary

Area 1 - An area previously translocated as part of previous planning application. This area was found to be a CG3a
community - the typical sub community for Bromus erectus grassland. Due to the management of the grassland (by
ponies) had kept a tight close sward, this has lead to a much richer sward which over had a low coverage of grass
species, allowing for smaller scrambling species such as rock rose, wild thyme, mouse eared hawkweed and bastard
toad flax to be frequent. Also, there was a number of small finer species including fairy flax, hairball, chalk milkwort
and eyebright to be common throughout the sward. As a result, the sward was very rich with between 22- 32 species
per quadrant. Rare species only found in this area included bastard toadflax and chalk milkwort; these species are
found on unimproved calcareous grasslands.

Area 2 (area 20 on the UKHab plan) - This area was recorded as a CG6 community - Avenula pubescens grassland.
Again, the sward was predominately made up of flowering plants and sedges such as glaucous sedge, grasses were
generally infrequent with the most common being red fescue and downy oat grass, no other calcareous grasses were
recorded. There were less rare calcareous grassland specialists in this area and more rank fobs such as wild parsnip
and hoary ragwort were attaining higher frequency. This grassland was less diverse having between 14 - 26 species
per quadrat.

Both grassland communities are rich calcareous grassland swards that are maintaining their diversity and sward
composition by the current management regime. In order to maintain the grassland in the high quality that is
currently is reliant on a structured grazing regime. Relaxation of the grazing in these communities will lead to rank
grassland in which a number of the fine and low creeping species would not be able to compete and would eventually
be lost from the sward.
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Figure 2: Existing Baseline UKHab Habitat Plan & Target Notes
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1.4 FIELD SURVEY RESULTS - SPECIES

1.4.1 Great Crested Newt (GCN)

There were no GCN licenses or pond surveys conducted between 2017 and 2019 recorded on Magic Map for the area
within 1 km of the Site. There was one waterbodies within 500 m of the Site located 144 m to the north of the Site located
within a garden of a residential building. No records of GCN were provided in the HBIC data search. The Site provides
high suitability terrestrial habitat for GCN, however the lack of pond habitat within the Site and within 500 m (omitting
the garden pond) means that GCN are scoped out of further assessment and are considered to be absent from the Site.

1.4.2 Dormouse

The scrub and treeline habitats around the site and the hazel scrub to the north of the ‘garden’ public area to the north
west of the WSC provided high suitability habitat for dormouse. The dormouse survey recorded one live dormouse with
a next within the south eastern scrub area adjacent to the A31/Petersfield Road and dormouse prints present within
tunnels located along the western boundary, within the hedgerow which extents between the WSC and the northern
carpark and along the southern boundary treeline and aforementioned area of scrub. The Dormouse Survey Technical
Note provides the full survey results and plans.

1.4.3 Breeding Birds

There were 27 species of birds recorded during the bird static surveys at the Site from May to August 2025. Eight species
recorded were Section 41 Priority Species and included common firecrest, bullfinch, dunnock, linnet, skylark, greenfinch,
house sparrow and song thrush. Common firecrest is protected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
(1981) as amended. It is illegal for intentional or reckless disturbance to Schedule 1 species while it is building a nest, is
on or near a nest containing eggs or young, or to disturb dependent young.

1.4.4 Reptiles

The mosaic of calcareous grassland and bramble scrub habitat provides high suitability shelter and foraging habitat for
common species of reptiles including slow worm Anguis fragilis and common lizard Lacerta vivipara. The habitats provide
high suitability foraging habitat with good invertebrate diversity. The Reptile Survey Technical Note provides the fukk
survey results and in summary a peak count of nine common lizard and nine slow worm were recorded. Juveniles were
recorded for each species which demonstrates that there are good sized breeding populations of both species present.

1.4.5 Bats

The Bat Survey Technical Note provides the full survey results for the NBW and Static detector bat activity surveys. A
summary the NBWs is provided below:

16 June 2025
Anoctule Nyctalus noctule was recorded commuting across the area of scrub adjacent to the A3Tand common pipstrelle

Pipistrellus pipistrellus were recorded passing and with social calls around the northern car park area. Further bat calls
recorded included noctule and common pipistrelle.

21 July 205
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A noctule was recorded commuting across the main area of calcareous grassland at the Site. Common pipistrelle were
recorded commuting and foraging around the WSC and a Myotis sp. pass was recorded at the entrance to the northern
car park. A long-eared Plecotus sp. bat call was recorded.

19 August 2025

One noctule pass was recorded in the northern car park and one noctule was recorded foraging in the centre of the
calcareous grassland at the Site. Common pipistrelle was recorded in the main calcareous grassland area and soprano
pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus was recorded foraging along the northern tree line in the northern car park.

1.4.6 Other Mammals

Stoat Mustela erminea have been recorded on Site. The Site is likely to support hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus. Rabbit
Oryctolagus cuniculus burrows were present within the Site and in particular to the south of the WSC in the southern
public ‘garden’ area.
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